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G’day all and welcome to another month of mal newsletter. Well it was about time we had got 
some surf for a comp, good old march same as last year, good waves for all. I hope all 
competitors and friends alike had fun on the day, as all ran well.  
 
Thought I would throw in a few quotes this month for a change. 
 
“Out of the Water I am nothing. In the water the rest of the world means nothing” 
 
We are trying to finalise sponsors for the winter classic I would like to thank Hayden, Alex Surf 
Store, Westpac, World Safaris for coming back as major sponsors again, as this I hope club 
members will support them, for giving us their support for our annual comp. Entry forms are 

out as well for the comp, with a few changes as well, this year we have a over 60’s division and a over 30’s 
division (sorry snowy).  
 
We have also through much pain changed beer as well from a Victorian beer of midstrength to Qld proud xxxx 
(sorry Drew), any issue you should have been at the monthly meeting. Speaking of if, any members have 
ideas on the way the club could be any better or change ideas as Ferret found out it can change (we think this 
was his first ever motion passed), please turn up to the meeting and put your ideas forward. 
 

“Life, like a surfing contest, isn’t always fair, it’s not always the best surfer who wins.” 
“Always give your best, do a job big or small do it right or not at all.” 

“It’s what you do and how you feel about it that counts the most.” 
 
Outside of this I hope everyone gets some good waves for the month, and see you all in the water or at the 
next comp. 

Cam 
 

 

 
Wanna smack in the lip – yes please! 

 
Bruce is relaxing in his back garden, sitting in the shade sipping a beer and listening to the radio.  

As he chills out, his wife struggles with a manual mower, pushing up and down the large lawn, sweating and red-faced.  
Bruce's next-door-neighbor sees the woman battling with the mower and shouts across the fence  

"You pathetic excuse for a man," he yells "sitting there sipping your beer while your poor wife cuts the grass. You should be bloody well hung." �
"I am" Bruce shouts back.  
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Hi folks, 
Well! The Easter Bunny was certainly nice to us over the long 
weekend. It was awesome to have some quality waves for our 
comp for a change .Apart from some dubious characters who 
were hell bent on spoiling our fun the day went well. Every 
heat was a cracker. Although it was a little disappointing to 
see club members free surfing in the middle of the heats. 
Not on guys!!!! I don’t think you would like it done to you now 
would you?  
 
Now on to the Winter Classic. Sponsors are still needed to 
help fund this great event. So please! If you can think of 
anyone that may put their hands in their wallets or even 
purses for some sponsorship cash either get them signed up 
or steer them in our direction. It doesnt really matter how small 
the amount is as every little bit counts. We are also in need of 
sponsors that can donate product. Meaning stuff for prizes, 
giveaways and our much talked about show bags. Anything 
from sunnies to legropes or clothing, wax, hats, thongs or just 
about anything else we can get our hands on. 
 
I would also like to give Ryan and his better half Lisa a bit of 
praise for the work they put into organising and running our 
monthly club comps. They are both very passionate about it 
and are constantly coming up with ideas to help them run 
smoothly and fairly. Also congratulations are in order as I’ve 
heard Lisa is preggers.Well done guys!Does anyone know 
who the father is?  just kidding downsy! 
 
We are currently trialling the head judge idea as we informed 
everyone and it seems to be going well. Drew Coulter has 
accepted my invitation to be part of our head judging panel. 
Along with Darryl Potter, Brad Sultman, Ryan and myself, we 
should be able to  provide some sort of assistance to anyone 
judging who is not really sure on the criteria to which we are 
trying to adhere to. We are not there to tell people how to 
judge but merely to make sure there is consistency across the 
board. 
 
And finally a big thank you to the guys out at Hayden Surfcraft 
for the lovely repair job on the flying quad. I think only Ferret 
could have come close to being as good. But then Ferrets 
probably had a lot of practice repairing his own boards after 
numerous debatable collisions with other surfers. But we won’t 
go there with that one will we!! 
 
And that’s a rap folks. See you in the soup. 
 GAZZA  (HEAD OF THE VICE SQUAD) 

 

 
Woodsy doing the quick step. 
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Hey guy and gals!  
What a great comp!! Chocolate and surf- what more could you 
want? Thanks for everyone for paying their membership on 
time- it is greatly appreciated!  
 
Our main event for the year - the Hayden comp is only 2 months 
away and entry forms are now available. To make life a bit 
easier we have given you our bank details (see below or on 
entry forms) so you now have the option to pay over the internet 
– though you still need to fill out an entry form.  
 
On a lighter note, the committee has voted if you arrive early or 
on time (7pm) at the monthly meetings – YOUR FIRST BEER IS 
FREE!!! So hope this entices you and we will see you all there!!! 
 
Amanda 
 
Westpac Bank 
Account name: Alexandra Headland Malibu Club 
BSB: 034676 
Acc no: 313125 
Description: payer’s initial and last name 

 

 
Not sure grabs a good one before the AHMC takes over. 

 
Sandy finds a nice one in amongst the early pack. 
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Main points: 
- Divisions in the Hayden Winter Classic this year are; 

open9’, +30, +40, +50, +60, as well as old mal, 
womens, and boys n girls jnrs. (entry forms available at 
http://www.alexmalclub.org.au/) 

- Over 60’s was Ferret’s idea. 
- More Sponsorship is available; we would love to feature 

your product, service or business. 
- First beer free if at AHMC meetings before 7pm. 
- There was lots of waffle about other stuff, but I got sick 

of takin’ notes, and Stocky can’t read my writing 
anyway, so I’m going to sit back and enjoy my beer, but 
I got all the important stuff above. 

Cheers, 
The Rasta Secretary 

 
A lovely big fat Easter Sunday special spreads the pack – who’s got it guys n gals? Don’t let it get away. No chance of that happening.



--- Easter at the Bluff --- 
 

 
The caring and sharing Alex crew, l to r, Cody, Corina, Cam, Ferret and coming up the rear Chris. Draw your own thought bubbles. 

   
Cody working the top half, Corina on the middle bit, while Cam, with superior momentum (mass x speed), declares himself winner!! 
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Well we finally managed to have another comp, hurray 
and I thought it was great fun...  We had some decent 
waves and it managed to stay clean until the final heat! 
The Easter bunny even turned up with plenty of 
chocolate for grommets and all, yum! 
  
You probably noticed (but for those of you that couldn't 
make it) next to your position on the board is now your 
best 2 wave total. And starting from next comp, also on 
the board will be a list of your running positions and total 
accumulative points to date. We will put these on the 
board until we get nearer the end of the year. Please 
check your results each month and let me know of any 
mistakes that I make (I do get things wrong from time to 
time...but please don't be informing Ryan of this fact 

T.Q  
  
You will all start calling us stato but we are also making a 
note of who's judging each month and outcomes, which 
(if you are not completely bored by all our spreed sheets 
already) is also available for you to look at. 
  
On the chick front, I would just like to say; I am stoked 
Corina has joined, about time girl! And a big well done to 
Bluey and Yvette for all the comps they have been 
shining in lately and especially to Sharon Jackson for 
ruling the Noosa comp, go Sharon! 
  
See you all in the water hopefully some time soon!" 
Lisa 
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Please send any worthy additions to the Newsletter to; 
web@alexmalclub.org.au  

 
Photos by our resident photographer, Dave Wilson. 

Visit Dave’s Web Gallery at 
http://picasaweb.google.com/bluff.images   
He has over 500 excellent pics for your enjoyment.  

 
Alex Mal Club Blog 

http://alexandraheadlandmalclub.wordpress.com/  
 

BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD  
 

�  DA BOMB SURF SHOP  - 5% discount on surf gear 
and 10% on selected clothing to club members - Plaza 
Pd, Maroochydore. 

 

 
  

����������
Includes: Boxing, Kickboxing, Judo,  

Self-Defense & Weapons.  
Ph: 0412 207 786�

 

Living on Earth is expensive, but it does include a free trip around the sun. 

 

 
Early heats battled the crowd and the fuller tide - Kym desperately trys to link up the sections 

 
Woodsy slicing some cream off the top. 

 
A sales rep, an administration clerk, and the manager are walking to lunch when they find an antique oil lamp.  They rub it and a Genie comes out. The 
Genie says, 'I'll give each of you just one wish.' 
 

'Me first! Me first!' says the admin clerk. 'I want to be in the Bahamas, driving a speedboat, without a care in the world.' Poof!  She's gone. 
 

'Me next! Me next!' says the sales rep. 'I want to be in Hawaii, relaxing on the beach with my personal masseuse, an endless supply of Pina Coladas and 
the love of my life.' Poof!  He's gone. 
 

'OK, you're up,' the Genie says to the manager. The manager says, 'I want those two back in the office after lunch.' 
 

Moral of the story:  Always let your boss have the first say.  

 
“If you are there, then you’ll be there, or if you’re not there, then you won’t be there.” – Snowman 
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A couple of years ago, local Bluff surfer and longtime AHMC member, Paul Newman and family, got lured to California via a job 
offer – ‘the world’s your oyster’ as they say.  When Paul emailed me recently, I hit him up for an article on his tale of an Aussie in 
the US, so here it is.  Check out Paul’s Picasa gallery at http://picasaweb.google.com/PNewman58/AlexNewsletter# 
 
Silicon to Santa Cruz. 
words and photos by Paul Newman 
 
Living in the Silicon Valley and driving over the range to Santa Cruz is a 
weekly ritual if the surfs up, or monthly if it's not. No longer the early 
morning trip to the beach before breakfast for the early surf surveillance 
to start the day. Something I had taken for granted.  Alas I have become 
a weekend warrior and treated as such in the place where I now surf. 
 
Santa Cruz is a world class break that on it's day is as good as anywhere 
I have been fortunate to have surfed. The locals know this and are 
protective of their break. They don't take kindly to blow in's, kooks or mal 
riders. Unfortunately for me I fit most of those categories and it has taken 
the eighteen months that we have been here for a few to actually talk to 
me in the water. Very different from home where on any day you know at 
least half the surfers in the lineup. 
 
My first experience with surfing here was how to get in! Steamer Lane is 
a cliff face with no actual beach as such. I asked a guy in the car park 
next to me where to enter the break. He gave these simple directions.." oh, just go all the way to the end of the point there and 
just jump off the cliff!!" Reluctantly I followed his directions and sure 
enough, that's what you have to do! 
  
Water temperature is pretty much the same all year round.. freezing!! It 
actually gets colder in summer. I had to invest in a full length wool lined 
wet suit and tried without booties for a while but gave in  to the blue toes 
and lack of feeling in my feet. A lot of guys wear a hood as well but I 
draw the line! Most wear ear plugs to prevent long term damage to the 
inner ear because of the cold.  
 
The kelp beds are another factor to contend with and it grows thick along 
the full length of the coastline. Not  a good thing to run into or get caught 
up in when the surf gets bigger. A plus I was told is that it keeps the 
texture off the water on windy days and also keeps the sharks away. Not sure how true that is with a seal colany just off the point 
and seals happily swimming in amongst the surfers looking for food. Sharks like seals. 
 
Steamer Lane is on the West side of Santa Cruz and Pleasure Point, 
38th Ave, The Hook, Sharks and Privates are on the East side. Two 
distinct breaks, both exceptional when conditions suit. I tend to go to 
where I know and have not really ventured past either location to visit the 
many other breaks up and down the coast. Time and opportunity does 
not allow me to explore the many possibilities, but I often hear tales of 
perfect waves north and south whilst in the lineup that have been had 
either the day before or the week past. The old "you shoulda been there 
yesterday"! 
 
A very famous place that I did visit, albeit from a safe distance was Mavericks at Half Moon Bay half an hours drive north.  I 
watched the final of the big wave contest that is held on call every year if conditions are good. They didn't hold it last year as the 
elements didn't cooperate, but made up for it this year with the biggest surf in the comps history. They were calling forty foot plus 
waves during the day, it dropped a little for the final, but it was still huge. Even from half a mile away, the sets looked ominous. 
  
Even though the surf is not on tap as I am used to, there are still plenty 
of other things to do here to fill in the days! California is the land of 
everything outdoors , and a lifestyle similar to home. There are four 
distinct seasons, and something to do in each one. There is plenty of 
sailing to be had on the Bay, biking and hiking in the hills, skiing and 
boarding in the nearby mountains and just about anything else that the 
outdoors has to offer.  Oh and the bright lights of the city are just up the 
road if that's what you're in to, but for me there's no place like home.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you there in the lineup towards the end of the 
year.  
Have a "Classic Winter" and a great "Winter Classic"! 
  
Paul. 

(pics from top to bottom; Steamers Lane, secret left (yeah right!), Mavericks!!!, Big Sur coast) 



 
Late Mail from the Contest Director 
 
Gday gday mal groovers, owzitgarn? Well we finally got a 
comp in eh? It felt ages since the Jan comp.  Thanx  for 
everyone who made it for Easter Sunday.  We had a 
great turnout with 18 heats that wrapped up around 1pm. 
The surf wasn’t too bad, about 3-4 foot which was best 
around 9.30ish. The only problem was a rather large 
crowd which hung around for a while.  Remember next 
time people,  YOU have right of way regardless of 
weather your on the inside or not.  If you want a wave 
then take it.  If free surfers question you about dropping 
in, just be polite in explaining why we have right of way.  If 
they argue with you then tell them the contest director will 
be sending down his biggest and ugliest thugs to sort em 
out gggggrrrrrr. 
 
     One big disappointment for the day was competitor’s 
free surfing in the zone.  Someone in particular had a 2 
hour sesh, and got in the way a number of times. A 
couple more paddled out with about 2 heats still 
remaining.  I had a number of complaints throughout the 
day. This has been an ongoing problem since my time as  

    

 
CD and I won’t have it anymore. From now on I 
will deduct points from competitors who choose to 
free surf in the comp area. Simple as that. No 
exceptions. 
 
    Well Lisa and I got nothing but positive 
feedback about the 2 wave total’s being 
displayed. It should work well for the Hayden.  
Congratulations to Luke Potter who scored the 
highest 2 wave total of the day with 16.2 followed 
by Woodzy 15.1 then Damo 14.76. We had Garry 
and Daryl helping out with a bit of Head Judging 
also which helped to keep the judging a lot more 
accurate.   
 
   In case you don’t already know, Lisa and I are 
expecting a little junior burger.  He (I hope) will be 
popping out around November and cross stepping 
soon after. Yee Har.  
 
   Well that’s all from me folks. I’ll see ya’s at the 
next one. Hoo Roo. 

 
Last Easter’s swell was fairly comprehensively covered by the swell forecasting websites, so I thought I’d better make it completely covered.   
 
It was an interesting weekend.  On the Sunny coast we were getting a long swell from the Pacific, while NSW had a cracking southerly swell 
from an early season East coast Low.  Some local opinion was focused on the Tasman Low as the source of our swell, but I’m not so sure. 

 
left:   Tues 30th March, 4 days out from Easter weekend, a large ‘dip 
in the easterlies’ occurs over the NZ to New Cal swell window . The 
tightening of the isobars significantly strengthens the wind in the 
region. 
 
below:   Three days later on Easter Friday, there is a  huge easterly 
fetch between the NZ High and the Fiji Low. Although not strong, it is 
several 1000kms long and persisting for many days.  
Meanwhile back in the Tasman a small Low starts to deepen. 

 
left:   On the 3rd and 4th the NZ High & Fiji Low move east very 
rapidly thus destroying the magic setup. 
Meanwhile the Tasman Low deepens to 1003, throws a big 
spray of swell up the NSW coast and gets all the credit for the 
great waves.  Maybe south of Byron, but the swell’s southerly 
trajectory would’ve taken most of it past us.  
 
Seeya in the surf – I’ll share a wave with ya, Stocky.

  


